Surfactant enhancement of polyethyleneglycol-induced cell fusion.
B16 mouse melanoma cells in monolayers may be satisfactorily fused with 50% PEG 1500. However, pre-treatment with detergents in solution at low concentrations significantly increases PEG fusion, up to 8-fold in some instances, without impairing cell viability. The practical and mechanistical implications of this finding are discussed.